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A call came in June 1986 from the

U.S. Agency for International Devel-

opment Education Training Officer in
g"lir" City, Belize: "Could You come

down and take Part in the selection

process for the candidates who will

be coming to your camPus to com-

plete their degree Programs?" After

that call, eleven Belizian educators

came to this campus, completed their

Bachelor of Arts degrees, and all have

returned to posts in the education

and agriculture ministries in Belize.

All of this, so easilY written in a

paragraph, was brought about bY a

grant to Ncw Mexictl State University

of $390,000 from tl-re United States

Agency for International Devclop-

mcnt  (U.  S.  AID) bascd on a propos.r l

that had been written during the

early Spring of 1986. I'lannir-rg for all

of this, howevcr, occurred long before

that time.
ln 19tt4, thc U.S. gtlvernment

instituted a National Bipartisan Conr-

mission cln Central America, Iater

called the Kissinger Commission. Its

major goals were:

r To enhance Central America's

economic, political, t-rnd social

s tatus through the assis t . rnce t t i

nloney for "Peace ScholarshiPs."

r Tcr enhance U. S. national interests

by improvitrg Central America's

understanding of U.S. social
i nstitu ticlns, trad it it lns, processes,

and values.

ln l;cbruarv of 1985, Congress
ar,rthorized U.S. AID to launch a $15(l
million Latin America/Caribbean
Peace Scholarship Program. Soon
after, the U. S. AID office in Belize
contacted the Belize Ministry of
Education to offer a Peace Scholar-
ship program to provide training for
faculty at the Belize College of Arts,
Sciences and Technology (BELCAST).
Many faculty of BELCAST held two-
year tertiary degrees and needed to
complete four-year degrees.

Eleven educators were selected
from a nationwide search to come to
the United States for traininp; the next
year. In April 1986, at the Center for
International Programs at NMSU,
Paul Huntsberger and Harold
Bergsma were reading a Request for
Proposal from U.S. AID published in
the. Commerce Business Daily about
the Central American I'eace Scholar-
ship for Bclize program. Within two
weeks a proposal was draftcd and
copie5 sent to Panama, the re.gional
U S. AID office for Central America.
Irr three months, NMSU heard that
from among22 other proposals, thc

NMSU proposal had been selected
fi lr an award.

The 11 students arrived for study
in August,1986. They made rapid
and cxcellent progress in their
acaclemic programs. Fivc students
r.vere honored as Crimsc.rn Schcllars:
Roy Young, Gabino Canto, Lydia
Escobar, Gilroy Middleton, and
David Eck. Two were honored as
Distinguished Black Scholars: Roy
Young and Gilroy Middleton. Roy
Young also received the Dean's
Award for having achieved the
highe.st grade point average in the
College of Agriculture and [{ome
Economics, and the Outstanding
Senior Award of Alpha Chi. Three of
the students completed their degrees
in 16 months, and eight in 20 months,
well before the end of the 24-month
approved time limit.



Il\\.ardin5l of the grant to NMSU, and i
the eventual graduation of the eler.en
tlelizians n'ith degrees in education
hacl taken over foul 1,s415.

Tl r t '  t r f  i t 'c t i i  es of  ihe Kiss i lger
(.c'rrlnrissiorr hacl been met anJ mtrch
nt()re . OLlr str-rt lc.nts develope.d
tr i t - , r r t l rh ips. . rnt l  came to krro lv  about
r i . , r ,  . ( , lu t t r \  t r f  the.  ,Vosclu i to  

Coast , .
!) ' .:: :.r. l : l tr '  [.t,c.tr-rre inr.ctlved rr.ith
il. . :., :.t :t .,.1 rr c.r ti itr-t.-t I cctlrcerns a ncl
: - - - . . , . iq  i : i .  t t r  [J t , ] ize.  \e .n.pro jects
'... | :! -....t: lr!.. i  frrr irrstitr-rt ional affi l ia_
: : \ , : r -  i  i : .  \  \ lSL  \ l i r r i _ \ \ i r r l c l  i n  19g6
-.1\ \  : t -  r r r : t  [ j r , ] iz ian t l is ; r l ;11. .11.1
listerretl tr) nlLlsic frorn pu1i.-r Gorcia.

, A proposal l\,as r.r,ritten in June
1988 to extend the Belize project for
an additional ;zear. U-S. AID has
agree.d and the Curriculum planning

- Officer from the. Ministry of Educa_ 
-

t ron.  6. r .6nn Knowles,  rv i l l  be o l1 o l l r
c , tnrpu:  in  t l t ( ,  f . t l ]  t t r  cor l f r lc tc  I is
rit-,: lrt,t '  Fr()gr(II. Iracult| from the
( , ' ] l r ' r t ' .  r , t  l i r i L r t , r t i t r r r  a r r r l  Ag r i c t r l _
t r t r t  r r  r l l  \ . ( , n \ ' lUL t  t r . t i r t i t t e  r ( )u rs ( , s  i n
Bc]rzc, ior te.tcht,rs in edticatirtrral
rcscarch .incl .rgricul ttrral education.
. {  ne rv  i l t tcrnat io t ra l  s tuc lerr t  teaching
Frr()grdltl rvrl l be starterl, bringing
\\1SL sttrclcnts to Belizc tc, siu.ient
tc.ach.

On Jtrne I I , 19gE, the Center for
International Irrograms receivecl a
tetter from Isabel Tun infctrmirrg us
that  a ncn 'NMSIJ Alurnni  Associa_
tion had becrr establishecl and Mr.
David Eck, a re.cent NMSU graduate.,
was nominated as its cc.rclrdinator/
liaison officer. We look forwarcl to
NMSU's participation in future Belizc
programs and the growth of the
Belize Alumni Assirciation.

lnternational projects such as this
( ' r ' \ )  are f requent ly  conceived yc. r  rs
r ) ( ,1() re the gr . tn ts  are awart led.  Otr r
Irr,1>e is that the personal and institu_
tiorral affi l iations that ha\.Lr bLrL.n
, i .  r ' e l oped  n  i ] l  con t i n r r ( , \ . 1 \ t 15  i f t ( , r
the pro ject  has [ . t ,er r  f t r rn ia l lv  endr ,c l .

$gn,gl for International programs

I:.y.]Y::,:"^state Un iversit yBox 3ooo1. o"prrtr"niiidz
Las Uruces. NM gg033_3567

ai

Volume Five. Number Two
Fal l  1988


