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E D U C A T I O N ,  H I S T O R Y  . . ;

A HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
PROGRAMS IN NORTHERN NIGERIA

(Order No. 69-20,S25)

Harold Milton Bergsma, ph.D.
Michtgan State University, 1969

This hlstorical efudy traces the development of Slxth Form
or Higher School Certlflcate programs in Northern Nigeria,
from the earllest attempts at plannlng up until June of 1g6?.
In addltlon to the traclng of the hlstorlcal development of Hlgher
School Certillcate programs, this study presents an analyslC
and commentary on the development of the curriculum of the
Slxth Form, on the products oI this program, and on the social
and administratlve problems whlch occurred in the establish-
ment of SIxth Forms in litri.iherrr i.Iigeria.

The research for this study was performed ln Nigerta from
May to July tn 196?. Durlng this period the wrlter travelled
5,500 miles ln Northerrr Nigerla and visi ted eighteen schools
which had Slxth Forms. At these schools princtpals and
teachers were lntervlewed. prior to these vlsit's, a questlon_
nalre had been sent to each school, and a follow_up letter was
aent from the Mlntstry of Education. The quesilonnaire method
proved to be only parttally successful and the person_to_person
Intervlew method was wldely employed.
- The writer began a collection of various types of written
documents ln Nigerta ln June of 1g65. This collectton was con-
tlnued until July of 1967, at which time the research tour wag
completed.

The study has dealt wlth four major problems:
Flrst, what were the outstanding events whlch occurred In

the histortcal process which resulted in the establishment of
the type of Sixth Form proprams presendy in operation in
Northern Nigerta?

Second, how did these schools operate and what unlque prob_
lernslaied them when Higher School Certtflcate classes \r/ere
added to the normal programs?

Third, what were the programs of lnstrucilon established tn
the SIFE- Forms; how dtd eaih institution deal wtth the problema
which arose out of stafflng the Sixth Forms; how were the stu_
dent bodies affected by the addition of the Si:<th Forms to the
normal secondary achool program; and what were the effects of
the Mtntstry of Educailon policies for Sixth Forms on the
schools ?

Fourti, what relailonship did Higher School Certilicare irave
to unGity programs in Nlgerta, Ispecially ln the Northern
Region ?

, This study ls dlvtded tnto eight secilons. Chapter One, .The
Problem,n outllnes the problem to be studied and presents a
rationale for the study, a secilon of vhich defines terms. and a
sectlon deflnlng the method ol the study. Chapter Two, ;lntro_
ductory Section," presents a brief historical overview of the
development of the Hlgher School Certificate ln England. Chap_
ter Three, 'The Historlcal Background To The Development ol
Sixth Form Programs tn Northern Nigerian Society,' briefly
outllnes and analyzes the maJor planning for education that
occurred prlor to 1950. Chapter Four, , ,The phase of Higher
School Certillcate Expanston in Northern Nigerla," is a descrip-
ltojl end analyala ol the plennlng lor and egtabltahment of Hlgher
School Certlflcate programs ln Northern Nigeria between 1g51
and 196?. Chapter Ftve, .The Higher Schooi Certlficate pro-
gram and ltg Currlculum,, describes and compares the curric_
ula prerently extsilng ln the Higher School Certtficate institu-
tlons, Chapter Slx, ,.The product - H.S.C. Leaverg,n outllnea
placement procedures of the Mtnistry of Educatton. It discu'ses
the problem ol atudent waetage and fa[ures, Chapter Seven,
"The Soclel end Admlntatrailve Cltmat€ ln th€ Schoole,"
dcscribes the studcnt , 'socict ies" ln the schools, their att i tudeg
to tleir own and other schools. Chapter Eight, the 6ummary,
chapter, discusses the need for further study on the whole
matter of Sixth Form and the Hlgher School Certiftcate Examl_
nations and the feaslbillty of conslderlng alternatives to the
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