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lSOUsnut rNER

AFTER REVOLUTION,  WHAT?
(Reactions after reading "The Wretched
of The Earth" by Franz Fanon)

By HAROLD M. BERGSMA

The subtit le for Fanon's book is "The Hand-
book for the Black Revolution that is Chang-
ing the Shape of  the Wor ld."  This is ,  in
essence,  a very br ie f  resume of  i ts  d i rect ion:
a handbtlok fclr revolutiorr for blacks. The
st i r r i r rg corrchrd i r rg c l r lp tcr  is  ln  lppeal .  a
cal l  i f  you wi l l ,  to  a l l  b lacks cverywhcre,  to
uni te,  to  mobi l izc,  to  rebui ld ,  and to innov-
ate. The call in these words is reiterated in
poetic style, much like a refrain, "Come then
comrades," or "Come then my brothers."

Jean Paul Sartre's introduction sensitively
sets the stagc frlr t lr is work-of-soul of Fanon.
Sart re p icks out  a basic  thcrnc in  h is  wr i t ing
and bui lds h is  br ie f  in t roduct ion about  i t :
"ln the pasl we blacksnude history, now it
is  being made for  us.  l t  is  t ime for  us a l l  to
begin to nrake our own history again." Shame
at being submerged in European culture, of
aping and submit t ing;  shame at  being the
moutlrpiece for the colonials, yes, shame is
the beginning of  a revolut ionary sent iment ,
says Sart re.

How apt tlre title, The llretched of the
Earth, and lrow true it is of the condition of
so many mill ion blacks scattered around the
earth. Fanon, lrowever. reverses the focus
and v iews the other  wretched ones:  those
who have brought oppression, colonialism
and debasenrent of the soul to so many Af-
r icans,  whi le  thei r  own cr . luntr ies are stagnat-
ing in  " the logic  of  equi l ibr ium" rather  than
in a rat ional  and l ive d ia lect ic .

The entire book is in the form of a call to
act ion,  a cal l  to  ind iv idual i ty ,  a  cal l  to  con-
sciousness. No longer can the blacks afford
to play the rear-guard for Europe; they must
rather  capture thei r  own socia l  and pol i t ica l
f ront  l ines.

This book is  organized rather  s t rangely,
from my perception; however, this crit icism
ref lects the "equi l ibr ium" which is  perhaps a
part  of  me.  In my opin ion.  a more logical
sequence of reasoning, and a greater emphas-
,is on the theme of the book. could have been
achieved by begnning with "On National
Culture".

Part of the problem for blacks that Fanon
descibes is the problem of putting roots into
the past and recognizing and cherishing their
origitrs. Basic to the concept of "revolution"
is that of one's own evolution. Orphans,
whose umbilical cord is cut by the ',white

doctor" and who lack the fondling and cud-
dling of the "black nurses" of their past, be-
come atavistic. This point, made so strongly
by Fanon, could have given even greater
meaning to the next  sect ion,  "The Pi t fa l ls  of
National Consciousness" and then to "Con-
cerning Violence" if i t had preceded it.

Just a word about the last chapter, ..Col-

onial War and Mental Disorders." Standing
as it does at the end, and as a stark state-
ment of the havoc wrecked on individuals
both b lack and whi te by being involvecl  in
thc " rcvolut ion" ,  i t  spcaks to rnc of  thc
t ragcdy of  any rcvolut ion,  l l rc  dcs l ruct iorr  of
many individuals for the sakc of t lre enrcr-
gence of the individuality of a people. Tlris
chapter represents, in my thinking, an un-
conscious, or perhaps conscious, statement
by Fanon that revolution is not without its
price - and the price is a big one - the price

, of the horror of losing one's mind if need be
for the sake ofa greater cause.

It is extremely diff icult not to personalize
much of what Fanon describes in his work.
but I feel that such personalization may in
itself represent unconscious biases, and there-
fore not allow for a "black" understanding
of the work as it is. One concept continually
disturbs me when I am attempting to relate
to and understand the "blacks"'perception
of their problems and their revolution. Brief-
ly it is this: no matter how close I may come
to achieving what I feel is a kindred sympathy,
I still remain a 'white' as far as my skin is con-
cerned, and as far as my evolution is concer-
ned. Therefore my problem is in "living into"
the black experience, and in the process, rec-
ognizing that this may not be recognized by
"blacks".

Whites so often talk about "them,';how.
ever, I have felt that blacks also refer to
whites as "them". Therefore the problem is
actually a polarization of sympathies. I am
reminded of my childrens' "magnet dogs",
which were painted black and white. They
would only stick together if opposite poles
were placed in close proximity. However,
if the 'white dog's' north pole was placed
close to the 'black dog's'north pole (which
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are l ike forces) they would repell each other.
Having just  s tated that  t l rere is  danger in

personal izat ion I  cont inue in th is  vein.  Fan-
on's  chrpter  on "Concerning Vio lence"
brouglr t  to  mind so many past  exper iences I
have had whi le  l iv ing as a whi te "colonia l "
in India and Africa. It provided insight, how-
ever, nrainly because it repelled the polarity
I  exhib i ted in  my at tempts at  s incere under-
standing.

Fanon's descr ipt ion of  co lonizat ion is
v iv id and fu l l  o f  ins ight .  "The look thar  the
nat ive lurns on the set t ler 's  town is  a look of
lust ,  a  look of  envy:  i t  expresses h is  dreams
of possession - all nranner of possession: to
s i t  a t  the set t ler 's  table.  to  s leep in the set t -
ler 's  bed,  wi th h is  wi fe i f  possib le."  The
colonized man, says Fanon, is an envious
man. The Kerner Report speaks of American
blacks in the ghetto areas, who in essence re-
present a nation of people who have been ex-
p lo i ted, l is tening and looking wi th f rust ra-
tion and envy at "middle-class white adver-
tising" on television - in fact everywhere.
The black looks on the white and says, "The
cause is the consequence, you are rich be-
cause you are whi le ,  you are whi te because
you are r ic l r . "

The next  s tep is  v io lence-  The colonia l
master  carefu l ly  protects I r is  vested in terests,
and speaks and wr i tes and th inks in  terms
which are paternal is t ic ,  propr ietary and of ten
debasing. "We must not let the breeding
swant$ become a threat to us. The spown of
evil, the bestiality of the l ives of the under-
privileged lnust not be allowed to impinge on
us."  To mainta in h is  vested in terest ,  the col -
onia l -whi te begins to pour  money into the
"swarming masses"; the colonial speaks of
the need lor economic aid and the focus is
shi f ted among the b lacks for  just  a b i t ,  but
the next step is violence. Wlren the colonized
emplras ize the pr inc ip le taught  by the col -
onizer  -  " that  a l l  men are equal"  -  and then
cla ints  th is  as h is  r ight  -  c la ims equal i ty  wi th
the set t ler  -  the next  s tep is  v io lence.

How beaut i fu l ly  Fanon presents h is  argu-
ments. These can be applied to North Africa,
South Africa, or the United States with equal
force. Fanon describes the forces which play
on the blacks and then the social and psycho.
logical forces coming from the blacks them-
selves, which cause them to stop and self-
criticize. "He fails to see the whole move.
ment all the time," says Fanon. However, the

process is the important thing. The move-
ment is the vital concern. Revolution, then
what? I ask. But Fanon speaks for the "then
what" as tlte present task of the black of re-
introducing himself into the bosom of the
mankind of the world now. The "then whats"
wi l l  fo l low.

I must admit that I have only lately un-
derstood this concept - that the process it-
self is vitally important. Evolution can only'be recognized, maintained and protected by
the bared teeth approach of the hairy ancient
fore-fathers of Darwin and Robert Ardrey,
protecting their "territorial rights."

The chapter, "Spontaneity, Its Strength
and Weakness", describes the evolution of
black Ieadership while under colonial pres-
sures. Init ially, there is the strongly national-
istic shift of the "educated elite blacks" to
liberate and to unite the black forces against
the colonial oppressors. The next step Fanon
describes is that taken by the "elite", armed
with intellectual tools of the colonials, in
mastering their own countries and peoples.
The 'elites'soon represent their own vested
interests and in much the same fashion as
their white colonial masters, perpetuate their
own positions.

A tremenduous social distance between
themselves and the 'masses' is soon fell. Thus
the independance so dearly paid for by
means of revolution, becomes a political
framework for creating a new class of black
dependents. The weakness in this phase is
that black leadership becomes alienated from
the black masses.

Fanon then describes the revolution with-
in the black national communities, and the
emergence of new leadership from among the
masses. The masses represent the tribal elem-
ents, and leadership polarizes itselfabout
tribal rather than regional or federal affilia-
tions. The Congo syndrome is the next step,
or should it better be called the "Biafra syn-
drome." A war of l iberation is fought to l ib-
erate the revolutionaries in "Congo" or in
"Biafra" from their own unfortunate separ-
atism - to rejoin the benevolent masses of
the Federalist Evolution. The freedom to be
equal is brought about in the black African
countries in this stage by violent counter-reac-
tion by the Federalists to make the dissenters
conform and be part of the system of the ex-
colonial government. The next step is vio-
lence, and starvation, and mental disorder.

Fanon's last chapter, "Colonial War and
Mental Disorders", in microcosmic manner
presents a picture of the result of revolution
and violence and counter-revolution to end
violence; of what has occurred in Biafra
recently. The children can become mentally
unbalanced with Marasmus and Kwashiorkor
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and die by the rnil l ions for the sake oI future
dreanrs ofa new and bet ter  s tate.

Fanon's handbook for revolution conclu-
des with a call for black Africans to "change
our ways." The changes he calls for are what
he has decr ied in  the rest  of  the book:  that  is .
leaving behi l rd nr in t icry .  s ter i le  l i tan ies and
European ways.  The ster i le  sp i r i tua l  d is integ-
rat ion of  Europe,  which l ras for  centur ies
preached the d igni ty  of  nran yet  murdered
nren in order  to preserve th is  d igni ty ,  is  not
for black Alricans. "lrt us decide not to
imi tate Europe;  le t  us combine our  muscles
and our  bra ins in  a new di rect ion.  Let  us t ry
to create thc whole man,  whom Europe has
been incapable of  br inging to t r iumphant
b i r th. "  Fanon speaks of  creat ing a Tl r i rd
World and a new history of man with its be-
ginning in Africa. He calls for the creation
of  a new man who wi l l  t ry  out  concepts
different from those Europe has tauglrt.

One can support Fanon's call for Blacks
to mold thei r  dest iny and to create thei r
world in ways meaningful to them. The
future for Blacks, as I see it, wil l perhaps
have its period of "Monroe Doctrine lsola-
l ion isnr"  and sel f -deternt in ism, but  i t  must
a lso be a future of  d ia logue and interact ion
wi t l t  and upon the "European" peoples of
the world. "White Europeans" need the
pcople of  Afr ica,  and Afr icans need them.
The shr ink ing wor ld demands that  i ts  peoples
must become nrore sensitive, more infornted
and nrore wi l l ing to to lerate d i f ferences.  No
people can l ive in  iso lat ion,  Afr ica especia l ly .
I f  Af r ica a l lows hersel f  to  evolve at  her  own
pace economical ly  wi thout  seeking assis tance
arrd help in  the proccss,  the "moderni ty"  gap
*hich exrsts today wi l l  on ly  widen.  The prob-
lem involved in accept ing a id of  course is
that  "a id"  usual ly  has pol i t ica l  s t r ings at tach-
ed.  and Afr ica cannot  af ford to get  hersel f
ham-strung in th is  developmental  phase by
E,uropcal t  ideol t rg ies.

Anterican blacks face nruch the same prob.
lenr ,  Af ter  revolut ion whal? Again the per .
s is tent  quest i t ln  ar ises.  But  one can inte l lec-
tu l l ly  pro ject  and th ink about  a l ternat ives
and corrsequences.  I  do not  envis ion the
possib i l i ty  of  an a l l  b lack nat ion geographic-
a l ly  iso lated wi th in our  nat ion,  or  next  to  i t .
Fanon has descr ibed revolut ion and counter-

revolution so clearly, and the revolutiou
which follows these. I fear that extreme
Black Nationalism will create counter-revol- i
utionary forces in other segments of our
country, as the lbos in Nigeria, "to maintain
the Federation and the right for freedom and

equality of opportunity." Rather, I seek for
integration of all peoples in this country.

It is my hope and prayer that my sons
may have as equal and free a dialogue with
Black Americans in future years as they have
had with Black Africans in the past.
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