12 THE EVENING NEWS, SAULT STE. MARIE, MICH., FRI., DEC. 3, 1971
Modern Education: Seven Points

In A Student’s Bill Of Rights

(EDITOR’S NOTE: In the =

first part of this three-article
series on the hasic nature of
American education we saw the
views of educator Ivan Illich,
highly critical of the system. It
turns out docile people, he says,
and proposes removing the
responsihility of education from
the schools and returning it to
children and pearents. In Part
11, prepared by two Lake
Superior State College
educators, we see another view.)
BY HAROLD M. BERGSMA
and LY. PRINCE

Here’s an author with a seven-.

point program for American
education.

Charles Silberman. who wrote
the greatly tonted “Crisis in the
Classroom,” summarizes what he
feels to be those elements in
the schools (aad colleges) that
create “‘education for docility.”
Though  highly  critical  of
schooling that one could define
&s ‘‘training for tractables,”
Silberman does attempt to
outline ideas (Chapter 4) for
changing curricular offerings.

“To be practical,” he says,
*‘an education should prepare
them for work which does not
exist and whose nature can not
be imagined.” The ¥kinds of
education he says students have
a right to insist on are:

(1) Practical teaching—
instruction in how to go about
learning; that is, how to outline,
how to synopsize, how to
critique, how to write a precis
of a larger work, how to study,

how to approach a series of
complex tasks. (It cannot he
assumed that simply by

assigning any of the above to
students that they will learn how

to learn and therefore learn
quickly and efficiently.)
(2) An  education  which

provides various types of in-
tellectual disciplines in how to
deal with human social
problems and ethical moral
prohlems inherent in all
“humane’ interactions.

(3) An education which fosters
creativity and the sense of
appreciation of all that is
beautiful—more, to provide
environmental stimuli that are
beautiful—more, to  provide
environmental stimuli that are
beautiful or reflect beauty in
musie, art, literature, ar-
chitecture, design and the like.

("We owe to children the
freedom to explore the full
range of their senses: to ap-
preciate the subtle differences:
freedom to be aware of heauty
wherever it is found. . .,” says
Silberman.)

(4) An education which allows
each student tg be sensitive to
life and life systems and their

interrelationships. (Recent at-
tempts are being made to
structure units or courses

dealing with man’s ecosystem in
elementary schools, high
schools, and colleges in fact,
some colleges or universities
structure the entire curriculum
around this concept, e.g.,
University of Wisconsin at
Green Bay.

(5) An education which will
deal with the practical problems
of learning to be effective in
the real world, not jjust the
school world; that is, continuous
application of what is learned
to the realities of the social and
economic system that exists
beyond the school, or for that
matter, fosters or nourishes the
school. Silberman says: ‘The
aim of education, as Alfred
North Whitehead has written, is
the ‘acquisition of the art of the

* utilization of knowledge. Indeed,

a merely well-informed man is
the most useless bore on God’s

© earth.’ ”

(6) An educational system
which allows every child to live
fully and naturally as a child
and also to receive the training
he needs to meet the problems
of later life. “In the grim,

- vepressive, joyless places most

schools now are, children are
denied both of these rights,”
says Silberman. Such schooling,
to insure that these rights are
in fact made a reality for
children, will involve the careful
planning and care of adults, be
they teachers, concerned
parents, or legislators. Children
often perceive their needs in
terms of the fancies of the
immediate moment. Children
require loving guidance in order

" to be prepared for the future.

(7) An education which allows
for a gradual and meaningful
entry into the adult world, one
that does not delay participation
in personal decision making
until  the , mid-twenties; not

" basis

training, but an edidcation that
prevents disengagement from
the society al large, an op-
portunity made possible in an
era of great atfluence.

Having listed the above basie
suggestions to prevent education
for docility, Silberman also
enumerates negative elements in
schools that thwart achievement
and student participation. He
rejects elements of compulsion
with penalties that are seldom
related to the realities of the
actual world.

He is critical of schooling
where students are graded A,
B, or F for words or deeds
rather than evaluated on the
of abilities and skills
which they should possess when
they seek employment or
become part of the larger world
outside the school.

He is concerned about
preoccupation with order and
control based on a relative
position of subordination in the
institution called school, rather
than responsible, real par-
ticipation in actual school self-
government with adult
assistance.

He decries the tyranny of the
lesson plan which can emphasize
routine for routine’s sake.

The Silberman book is well
worth reading. 1t documents in
various forms what is occurring

in schools (and colleges). The
book has its weaknesses, too. In
the February issue of the
*“Harvard Educational Review,”
Amitai Etzioni wrote “He is not
reluctant to use terms which
have normative and emotive
connotations or to cue the
reader to his general ideological
posture  which is  ‘radical
liberal.” He believes that the
tota] educational system of
America must be transformed
through the accumulation of
sweeping, peaceful, en-
compassing changes.”

Christopher  Lehmann-Haupt
wrote in the “New York Times,”
-“Mr. Silberman has sailed up
“the shallow creek of American
education, surveyed the land-
scape and pronounced it joyless,
mindless, and barren. The
natives, he says, are pinched
and crabbed, and stand before
their children mumbling empty
incantations; the children stare
back silently, hollow-eyed, and
pick their scabs,”
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