
Illoclern Education: Seven Points
ln A Student's Bill Of Rights

(  t tD ITOR'S NOTE:  In  the
f i r -s t  par t  o f  th is  th ree-ar t i c le
scr ics  o r t  the  ba-s ic  na t t t t ' e  o f

"A . rner ican  ed t tca t io t t  wc  sarv  the
v i e w s  o f  e d u c a t o r  I v a n  I l l i c h ,
h igh ly  c r i t i ca l  o f  the  sys tenr .  I t
t ,u rns  ou t  6oc i le  poop le ,  he  savs ,
and p lop( ) .sos  rcn l ( r \  in1  t l rc
responsihi l i ty of cducal ion fronr
the schools anl l  rettrrning rt  to
ch i ld ren  and I ra t ' cn ts .  In  Par t
f I ,  propared by t lo Lake
S u p e r i o r  S t a t e  ( l o l l e g e

€drtcators, \{ 'c sce ir l l (} t .her vicrv. )
BY IIANOI,D NI, BIIRGSTIA

antt I I .J. PRIN('I t
I le re 's  an  au thor  w i th  a  seven-

po in t  p t 'ogram fo r  A t r tc t ' i can
education.

Charles Si lberrnan. u'ho rvrote
the  grea t l ) ' to r r ted  "C l r i s is  in  the
Classro<ltn," srrnlrarizes u'hat he
f e c l s  t o  l r e  t h r s ( ' c l e n t o n t . s  i n
thc  schcxr ls  (a , r r l  t ' o l le .ses  )  tha t
c rea tc  "educat ion  fo r  r loc i l i t y . "
Though h igh ly  c r i t i ca l  o f
schoo l ing  tha t  onc  cou ld  de f ine
{ rs  " t ra in in .g  f r r r  l rac tab les , "
S i lberman d< l i ' s  a t tempt  to
out l i r re  ideas  ( ( lhapte f  4 )  fo r
chang in3  cu t ' r i l t t l r r  o f fe l i r rgs .

" T o  b e  y r r a c t i c a l , "  h e . s a v . s ,
, ,an  educat . ion  shou ld  p reparc
them for rvork ult iclr  does not
exist and rvhose nalure can not
t rc  imae incd . "  The k in r ls  o f
ed t rea t ion  he  says  s tudent .s  have
a r igh t  to  ins is t  on  are :

( 1 )  I ) r a c t i c a l  t e a c h i n g -
lns t ruc t ion  in  horv  1o  go  about
learn ing ;  tha t  i s ,  horv  to  ou t . l i r re ,
horv to s5'nopsizc, hot, to
c r i t iq r re ,  hou to  rv l i {c  a  p roc is
o f  a  la rgcr  u 'o rk ,  ho l  to  s tudy ,
how to a pprtra.:h a scr. ies of
complcx  tasks .  ( I t  cannot  be
a s s u m e d  t h a t  s i r n q r l y  b y
ass ign ing  any  o f  the  a t rove  to
s tudent ,s  tha t  thcy  u ' i l l  l earn  how
to  lcarn  and thc lc fo re  learn
qu ick ly  and e f f i c ien t ly . )

(2 )  An cducat ion  rvh ich
provides val ious typcs of in-
teUectua l  d ise ip l ines  in  how to
d e a l  w i t h  h u n t a n  s o c i a l
problems and ethical moral
p r o h l e m s  i n h e r c n t  l n  a l l
"humane"  in te rac i io r rs .

(3) -4n education rvhich fosters
creativi ty and the sense of
appreciat ion of alt  that is
beauti ful-more, to provide
environmental st irnul i  that are
beauti ful-more, 1o provide
t: nvironmental st imuli  that are
beauti ful or rcf lect beautv in
mus ie ,  a r t ,  l r te ra tu ro ,  a r .
ch i tec tu re ,  des ig r r  and the  l i ke ,

(6 )  An educat iona l  sys tem
which al lows every chi ld to l ive
ful ly and natural ly as a chi ld
and a lso  to  rece ive  lhe  t ra in ing
he needs to meet ths problems
o f  l a t e r  l i f e . , , I n  t h e  g r i m ,
r 'epress ive ,  joy less  p laces  most
schools now are, chi ldren are
denied both of these r ights, ' ,
says  S i lberman.  Such schoo l ing ,
to insure that these r ights are
in fact made a real i tv for
chi ldren, wi l l  involve the cireful
planning and care of adults, be
t h e y  t e a c h e r s ,  c o n c e r n e d
parents, or legislators. Children
often perceive their needs in
terms of the fancies of the
immediate moment. Children
require loving guidance in order'  to be prepared for the future.

(7) An education which al lows
r for a gradual and meaningful

entry inl.o the adult world, one
tha t  does  no t  de lay  par t i c ipa t ion
in personal decision making
urrt i l  the . .mid-twenties; nol

training, but an ?dutefioi lhat
p levents  d isengagement  f rom
the soc ie tY  a t  la rpe '  an  oP-
por tun i ty  made Poss ib le  in  an
cra  o f  g rca t  a t i luence.

I lav ing  l i s ted  the  above bas le
suggest ions  to  Prevent  educat ion
ior doci l i t ] ' ,  Si lberrnan also
enumera tes  negat ive  e lements  in
schools that thwart achievement
and s tudent  Par t i c iPa t ion .  He
rejects elements 6f comPulsion
wi th  pena l t ies  tha t  a re  se ldom
related to the real i t ies of the
ac tua l  wor ld .

IIe is critical of schooling
where students are graded A,
B, or F lor words or deeds
rather than evaluated on the
basis of abi l i t ies ancl ski l ls
which they should possess when
they seek employment or
become part of the larger world
outside the school.

H e is concerned about
preoccupation with order and
control based ou a relat ive
posit ion of subordination in the
insti tut ion cal led school, rather
than responsible, real par-
t icipation in aetual school self-
g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  a d u l t
ass is tance.

I{e decries the tyranny of the
lesson p lan  wh ieh  can emphas ize
routine for routine's sake.

The Silbernran book is well
worth reading. I t  documents in
various forms what is eccurring

in  5choo ls  (and co l leges) . f r .
book has i ts rveaknesses, too. In
the February issue of the
"I-Iarvard Educational Review,"
Atnitai Etzioni wrote "He is not
reluctant to use terms which
have normat ivd  and emot ive
connotations or to cue the
reader  to  h is  genera l  ldco log ica l
posture which is ' radical

l iberal. '  He bel ieves that. the
total educational system of
Amer ica  must  be  t rans formed
through the accumulation of
s w e e p i n g ,  p e a c e f u l ,  € n -
compass ing  ehanges. "

Christopher Lehmann-I{aupt
wrote in the "Nerv York Times,"

' "Mr .  S i lberman has  sa i lec l  up
' the  sha l low c reek  o f  Amer ican
educat ion ,  surveyed the  land-
scape and pronounced i t  joyless,
mindless, and barren. The
natives, he says, are pinched
and crabbed. and stand before
their chi ldren mumbling empty
incanta t ions ;  the  ch i ld ren  s ta re
back si lently, hol lorv-eyed, and
p ick  the i r  scabs . "
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( "We owe to chi ldren the
frecdom to explore the ful l
range o f  t l re i r  scnses :  to  ap-
proc i l l6  the  subt le  d i f fe rences :
frecrlom to be an'arc of beauty
\ \  l r ( ' revcr  i t  i s  fo r rnd ,  .  , , "  says
S i l b e r m a n .  )

(4) .{n cducation rvhich al lows
each s tuc len t  to  be  sens i t i ve  to
l i lc and l i f  e systems and their
in tcmela t ionsh ips .  (Recent  a t -
tempts  a re  be ing  made to
stnrcture units or courses
dealing with man's ecosystem in
e l e m e n t a  r y  s c h o o l s ,  h i g h
schools, and col leges in fact,
sorne col leges or universit ies
structure the entire curr iculum
around this concept, e.g.,
IJniversity of Wisconsin at
Grectr I3ay.

(5 )  An educat ion  wh ich  w i l l
deal with thr, '  practical problems
of learning to be effect ive in
t h e  r e a l  r v o r l d ,  n o t  j j u s t  t h e
schoo l  rvor ld ;  tha i  i s ,  con t inuous
app l ica t ion  o f  what  i s  Iearned
to the real i t ies of the social and
cconomic  sys tem tha t  ex is ts
heyond the school, or for that
rnatter, fosters or nourishes the
s c h o o l .  S i l b e r m a n  s a y s : , , T h e
a im o f  educat ion ,  as  A l f red
North Whitehead has writ ten, is
the  'acqu is i t ion  o f  the  ar t  o f  the
ruti l izat ion of knowledge. Indeed,
a  mere ly  we l l - in fo rmed man is
the most useless bore on God's
ear th . " '
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